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LETTEK OP GENL. JOHN ARMSTRONG TO THOMAS 

WHARTON, PRESIDENT OP THE STATE OP 

PENNSYLVANIA, 1777. 

Camp near the Trapp 8 th Octo br 1777. 
Sir— 

The necessary absence of the Adjutant General, and 
hurry in preparing to change our Encampment tomor- 
row (toward a Baptist meetting House beyond the N. 
"Wales road) prevents my sending Council a return of 
the Militia which you may expect from the next new 
ground. They have however, for some time past been 
about Seventeen hundred, the last return to the General 
I know wanted of 15 hundred fit for duty. Yesterday 
& to-day we have by the expiration of time had a great 
falling off, but a number also coming in. I have just 
now Sent an Officer express to Allentown where I hear 
near two hundred are assembled probably waiting for 
Arms. At present it will not do to Send the Arms of 
the free to the various Lieutenants, the faces of whom 
we see not, and their habitations of late changeable, 
did only one from each County whence various Classes 
have issued attend the Camp, many Substitutes might 
be retained that now go off. Some others also when 
free, Say if they had a months pay they wou'd stay 
longer. Indeed at a Crisis like the present every es- 
sential of the Army shou'd be present with it. I have 
this day ordered for Beading a number of insufficient 
Arms expecting there may be an Armourer there, and 
shall carry on those fit for use to Arm the men at Allen- 
town & c . 

I can give you but a faint Idea of our many perplexi- 
ties among which is the villianous practice of thieveing 
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Guns — Gunlocks, Ammunition, more especially on hasty 
& night movements, which I cou'd not have immagined 
the Militia Capable of. Coll. Bull is now come in & 
a return will go with this letter whereby you will See 
how far Short we are, And this morning the General 
has pressed me to bold fast & call forward all I possibly 
can for the field, whereby together with various other 
marks I'm persuaded he has another Effort near in 
View. Happy Shall we be if well carr'ed through the 
third general Engagement. The Enemy are at work 
at Germantown — 'tis a Strong villiage, Streets & Sun- 
dry Houses I dare say will be Barricadoed — also at 
Philad* where Canon are fixed in various places — I 
think they will also throw a Bridge of some sort ovei 
Greys Ferry — not only to maintain a communication 
with, but Secure a retreat to their Shiping — Hard it is 
to concert the next mode of attack — God only can open 
the door of access — Its said as soon as Howe has forti- 
fied he is to seek us in the field to which we have no 
objection. Seldome was Victory more nearly won, nor 
Strangely lost, as on Saturday last. They are how- 
ever Severely Chastised — Meetting Houses near the 
Hill the Hospitals & other places crowded with their 
wounded & perhaps Some of Ours — Gen 1 Agnew Killed, 
Sir W m Erskin & Grant wounded tho' that of Erskin 
not yet so fully assertained — They have evacuated Bill- 
ingsport, which may be considered either as a mark of 
their expecting an early visit from us, or intention to 
pay One. Yesterday in Council, four hundred Conti- 
nental troops were Order 'd for Bed-Bank in order to 
Succour our Shiping & Fort Island as well as prevent 
the Enemy taking possession of it, whether the General 
will countermand the detachment on Since hearing the 
evacuation of Billingsport I can't say. We lost great 
part of Yesterday with a deputation of Quakers from 
their Yearly meeting — Wain, Emlin, Josua Morris & 
two others — declaring their own & the innocence of 
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their Body, desiring prejudices agst. them might be 
removed as a Society seeking in the world only peace, 
truth, & righteousness with equal love to all men &c. 
And asking in a dark manner his aid for their brethren 
in exile & c . The General was for sending them to You 
& to Congress who had banished their friends — they 
then retracted that part of their ambassey respecting 
the banished friends, said that rather lay with their 
Committee of Sufferings — The Gen 1 gave them their 
Dinner & Ordered them only to do penance a few days 
at Potts until their beards are grown, for which they 
Seemed very thankfull. I am Sir with great respect 
T r Most Obed* humb ,e Serv 1 

John Armstrong 

I'm afraid by mistake I have sent you a letter for 
General Gates is so please to forward it thro' the Chan- 
nel of Congress or otherwise. 



